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the claim to lie dormant, until by conciliatory communication
and an uniform adherence to the principles of justice and mode-
ration, we could gain the confidence of the Mahrattas, and until
we could in every respect have grounds to believe that we could
assert it with reasonable hopes of success, and with less hazard
of involving your possessions in war. The appearances of hostile
designs which Sir Archibald Campbell perceived in Tippoo
during the course of the summer of 1787 were sufficient to pre-
vent my forming any intention of touching upon a subject which
I believed at any time would be unpalatable to the Nizam. We
have every reason, however, in the mean time to be satisfied with
our progress in cultivating a good understanding with the
Mahrattas, and I considered it as a circumstance by no means
unfavourable to our interests that Scindia's power and influence
suffered about that time a considerable shock in the Upper Pro-
vinces of the empire. Whatever may have been Tippoo's real
designs in the first part of the season, it appeared towards the
end of that summer that he had no immediate plan of hostility
against the Carnatic, But although this circumstance, as well
as all other political appearances in India, would have been
sufficiently encouraging to me to consider the period as proper
for demanding of the Mzam the full accomplishment of the
treaty of 1768, our knowledge of the alarming dissensions in
Holland deterred me from taking any step which could give
umbrage to any of the native powers, from a belief of its being
very possible that the convulsions in the Dutch Republic might
in their consequences involve England in a war, which would
soon have extended to your possessions in this quarter of the
globe.

And as it appeared to me that the state of the political affairs
in Europe rendered an immediate interference from the French
or any other European power in the internal affairs of India, at
least highly improbable, I considered that a more favourable
opportunity could never be expected for opening a negotiation
with the Nizam, for the purpose of obtaining from him the full
accomplishment of his treaty with the Company* I therefore
proposed immediately to the Board, as you have been informed